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Next weekend we celebrate Father’s Day, that 

time of the year where I look back at all my 

failures and short comings as a dad and if I 

look on social media I will be confronted by all 

the other dads that stacked up better. Boy, 

pessimist much?!  

Father’s Day should be a celebration, and it is 

for many, but for many others it’s a difficult 

day. North American stats suggest 1 in 4 kids 

are raised in fatherless homes and there’s a 

long list of difficulties and pain that those kids 

and mothers endure. And if you do some 

looking around there seems to be an attack on 

family and fatherhood in our society. Why is 

this? What’s the solution? The Sunday school 

answers; Why? Because God designed family’s 

and Satan works to destroy God’s plan and all 

that is good. The Solution? Jesus. I don’t have 

any real concrete solutions. I’ll let you in on a 

secret, I have little idea what I’m doing trying 

to father four amazing girls. I just take it one 

day at time, pray often, try to look to scripture 

for guidance and learn from the many great 

examples around me.  So to all the prayer 

warriors out there, would you add fathers to 

your prayer list but also the families that find 

Father’s Day difficult. 

Ephesians 6:4 “Fathers, do not provoke your 

children to anger by the way you treat them. 

Rather, bring them up with the discipline and 

instruction that comes from the Lord.” 

Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he 

should go; even when he is old he will not 

depart from it.” 

Will Wiebe 
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From the Lead Team 

Everyone is invited to join us on Sunday for a 

farewell lunch for Pastor Steve.  Lunch will be 

catered by The Bunker and we’ll be serving 

pulled pork on a bun with a baked potato 

and coleslaw. Drinks will also be served. 

Please enter at the south parking lot and you 

will be directed from there. 

Hope to see you there!! 



Sunday School 
There will be Sunday school treat 

bags available at the drive-through 

lunch for all preschool to grade 8 

students. Be sure to pick yours up 

on Sunday, June 13th!  

Can’t make it Sunday?  Treat bags 

will be available for pick-up in the 

foyer June 14-18 during office 

hours. 

 

What began as a timely renovation 

while having 20 vacant rooms due 

to reduced admissions has evolved 

into a major refit of 40 rooms during this 

vacancy. New provincial standards for care 

homes required much improved (and 

expensive) air handling units (AHU) to be 

installed. 

A fundraising campaign has been launched to 

assist with financing. Provincial funding will be 

used for asbestos removal, fire sprinkler and 

AHU installation. 

There are 27 waiting placement for personal 

care and 4 waiting behavioural and supportive 

care. We look forward to increased admission 

rates this fall. 

You are encouraged to take part in ZOOM 

AGM meeting Monday, June 28. Call the 

Church to register and get details. 

Partnership focus 
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Monthly Matters 
The Lead Team met this last month with 

another full agenda and we had some really 

great discussion and a time of discernment 

of God’s will and direction for our Church 

Highlights included: 

 We continue to work through various 

portions of our handbook working to 

ensure correct understanding and 

accurate representation of who we are 

as Grace Mennonite Church 

 Finances are still in a good place as our 

current situation has kept expenses low 

and a strong commitment from our 

members in giving, something we never 

want to take for granted. 

 We discussed and provided feedback for 

a few members on questions on hiring 

process and future direction of our 

Ministries 

 Continued some discussions on capital 

expenditures, communication to 

members through various media outlets, 

and the various COVID related 

restrictions and how best to respond or 

adapt to what could be coming. 

 This weekend we will also be committing 

some time specifically focused on what 

the Holy Spirit is saying to us and focused 

energy on evaluating our time since the 

transition and what that looks like in terms 

of our Journey in Love God, Love Others 

and Make Disciples. 

Your continued prayers are felt and 

appreciated! 

Lead Team Retreat 
Please pray for the lead team as they will be 

spending Saturday morning on “retreat”, 

visioning for Grace Church. 
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Care & Connections 
I have to admit, the weight of the world seems 

heavy these days.  As a mom of a graduate, 

daughter of an ailing parent, and ministry leader 

in the Church, the burden to “make things 

better” can feel too much to carry. 

I’m so thankful I don’t carry it alone.  First, 

because of my Lord.  He carries my burdens far 

better than I do, and provides a way to walk 

through them. 

Secondly, because of you – the Church.  We 

can lift each other up in our darkest times, by a 

simple text, email, phone call, delivery of 

goodies or freezer meals to the door.  We can 

love each other deeply by our actions, words, 

and prayers. 

Some tangible ways we are sharing love in this 

time: 

“Ding Dong Dish”: Currently, we have several 

freezer meals ready as needs arise.  I 

have been so blessed by the variety of 

meals people have dropped off, and 

the  f reedom i t  g ives  us  to 

spontaneously bless someone as needs arise. If 

you would like to be part of this, be sure to label 

any meals that come this way with what it is and 

time/temp to bake.  Soup, buns, and desserts 

are also welcome. 

“Wrapped in Love”: We would like 

to start stocking a “closet” of 

blankets at the Church so when a 

need arises with a family through 

Central Station, we can provide 

them with warmth to call their own.  

If you would like to contribute to this 

with a blanket (crocheted, knitted, or sewn), 

drop it off here when complete!  If you are not a 

“crafter”, consider donating funds or supplies to 

a crafter in your life who would like to take up 

the challenge.  We know materials can cost a 

lot! 

I like the fact that we can just DO ministry in our 

everyday.  We don’t need to wait for approval 

to ‘Be the Church’ to our family, neighbours, and 

community.  It should just come naturally from 

an overflow of gratefulness and love for our Lord. 

So today, take hold of that idea and ask yourself 

how can you ‘Be the Church’?   

We would love to hear your stories.  It 

encourages us and makes our load lighter when 

we see how our Grace family is making a 

difference.   

Melanie Friesen 

Care & Connections Director 

 

 

Thank You 
A big Thank you to our Church Family for the prayer 

support we received after Walter’s knee replacement 

surgery. Walter is doing really well with his new knee. 

Thanks and praise to our Heavenly Father. 

- Anna and Walter Enns  

 

Thank you to Grace Church and those who made meals 

for the Connections Ministry. I am super grateful for the 

prayers and the freezer meals that were delivered!! It is 

very much appreciated!!  

- Marilyn & Howie Hildebrand 

Live Stream Church 

The more things change,  
the more they stay the same! 
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Celebrating our newly married and 

soon to be married couples. 
 

We missed one last week. 

Dominik Klassen & 
Chelsea Braun 

 

Getting married on July 31, 2021 

 

We met through 

mutual friends when 

we were involved 

with their wedding. 

Our wedding is in 

Moose Jaw. We will 

be living here in 

Winkler after the wedding. We are looking 

forward to living in the same province and not 

having to worry about travel restrictions!!!!  

Congratulations to Karl & Rosella Redekop 

who are celebrating 50 years of marriage this 

Saturday.  We wish you many more years 

together! 

We would like to celebrate with our 

2021 High School graduates in our next 

newsletter. If you have a child 

graduating this year we’d love to 

include them. Please send a photo, 

the school they are graduating from, 

and perhaps their plan for next year (if 

they have one) to wendy@grace 

churchwinkler.com. 

Please be aware that our newsletter is 

shared on our website. 
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Fun Family Facts 
“Tell us about a unique family tradition” 

Unfortunately we have no stories to share this week so I 

asked the staff to share theirs.  

I’ll share one from my childhood. Growing up, we had a 

LOT of family gatherings. My grandma Derksen loved 

having her family over and we had a gathering for every 

occasion, and each with it’s own menu. For New Year’s it 

was always homemade chicken noodle soup and 

portzelky (New Year’s cookies). For Pentecost it 

was watermelon and roll kuchen. I can’t think of 

my grandma without thinking about food.  

- Wendy Dunham 

 

Every Christmas Eve my mom and I would watch 

the Alistair Sim’s “Scrooge” and order in Chinese 

Food. 

- Pastor Sean 

 

We have a ‘Blessings Jar’ we started on 

January 1st, 2014. Each year on New Year’s 

Eve, we have a chocolate fondue party as 

a family and open up the notes we left in 

the jar throughout the year - little blessings, 

quotes, funny moments, celebrations - and 

we thank God for the blessings of the 

year.  It’s significant to me as the year we 

started it we didn’t know Jolee would get Lyme, the next 

year we didn’t know we would be dealing with Cancer in 

the family, and these days it’s so good to know we have 

little blessings in the midst of chaos, trial, and sorrow.  

- Mel Friesen 

 

On Easter we have “egg wars” where we 

decorate our Easter eggs, then you take your egg 

and hit it against your opponent’s egg. Whosever 

egg does not crack wins that round. You continue 

to battle other people until only the strongest egg is 

remaining. That person is the winner. 

- Chantal Froese 

 

Next Newsletter: “What is your favourite summer 

activity?” (pictures are always welcome) 

Prayer and Praise 
Pray for our shut-ins and those with on-

going health issues:  

 Margaret Peters • Marie Klassen 

 Agnes Giesbrecht • Katherine Krahn 

 Maria Loewen • Marie Brown  

 Karl Redekop  • Anne Enns 

 Jake Peters  • Dawson Froese 

 Dennis Wiebe (recovering from ankle 

surgery) 

Condolences 
We express our sincere condolences to 

Hilda and Cornie Fehr and their family on 

the passing of Hilda’s mom, Helen 

Suderman, on Friday, June 4th. Helen 

was also a sister-in-law to Dennis & Sue 

Driedger. We pray for God’s peace and 

comfort for you during this time of 

mourning. 

 

We also extend our deepest sympathies 

to Agnes Giesbrecht and her family on 

the passing of her son-in-law, Alvin 

Wiebe of Swan River, on Monday June 7, 

and the passing of her daughter, Laura 

Wiebe of Niverville, on Wednesday, June 

9. Please pray for Agnes as she deals 

with 2 great losses in such a short period 

of time. 


